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Retired General: CIA Is Nearly Pe

By Michael Holmes

Congressicnal investigations
of the Amencan intelligence
community ‘have pracncally
paralyzed tie CIA," a former
ceputy director of the Delense
Intelligence Agency, said Sat-

urday.
Refired Lt. Gen. Alva R.
Ehclsaid: Virteally noone in

rciligence does anything now
because they <on’t know that
tomorTow they might be ques-
tioned about it,"” he said.
Acknowledging that “the in-
telligecce community, like oth-
er institutions, has some inter-

nal prodlems and occasional.

policy errors,” Fitch said the
present investigations ‘‘are
raising a moralistic fuss about
things that wers approved (by

the government) at the time
they eccurred.”

Partly because of the Water-
gate scandals, he said, “‘there’s
a different morality now. But

the investigations have passed

the point where they're doing .

good for the country. I think
they're doing us a great dis-
service.”

Fitch said that certain prac-
tices which have come under
fire, such as monitoring phone
calls, opening mail and keeping
dossiers on U.S. citizens, are
important.

Fitch, who for 214 years di-
rected Army intelligence activ-
ities, said that when in-
telligence agencies are denied
the controversial methods, *'if
a man wants to sell out to a for-
eign goverament, he fesis

much more securs,”

He also lashed out at critics
who have accused the in-
tellizence agencies of formulat-
ing “'assassination plots."”

“I know the people and |
know why they did things," he
said. 'l know of nn single case
where there was an assassina-y
tion plot. There's a great differ-
ence between a plot and a con-
tingency plan.

“When you plan how to get !
students out of a high schoo} in
case of fire,”” he said, “that is a
contingency plan — it's not a
plot toset the school on fire."

Fitch, in Kearney, Neb., for a
50-year high school reunion,
told The World-Herald in a
pnone interviaw that the need -
for a strong inielligence opar-

-
W

dralyzed

ation 1s* }us;
was."”

Fitch, a native of Amherat.
Neb., was held prisoner by the
.hpanbse in World War 11 He
began his cageer in Army in-
lelhg:m‘e i 1947, retxnng from
the servicein 1996
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